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they can be in May, after a four months' evaporation" in London. For my own part, I consider January as the regular gaol-delivery of the fair sex. It is then that they come to town, flushed with the health, and irritated with the confinement, of the country. It is then that, with an appetite whetted for pleasure by long abstinence, they taste more exquisitely their regained liberty, and feel all the benefits of their habeas corpus. And if ever constitution or resentment can be supposed to have any share in a fine woman's transactions, it is then that their effects are most to be dreaded.
The Spectator's next supposition is, " that the gay " prospect of the fields and the meadows, with the " courtship of the birds on every tree, naturally un-" bend the mind, and soften it to pleasure." What effect this rural scene may have upon a milkmaid I cannot say; but I can never imagine that women of fashion and delicacy can be affected by such objects. The fields and the meadows are their aversion, and the periodical anniversary loves of the birds their contempt. It is the gay London scene, where successive pleasures raise the spirits, and warm the imagination, which prepares the fairest breasts to receive the tenderest impressions.
The last conjecture is, "that a woman is prompted "by a kind of instinct to throw herself upon a bed of " flowers, and not to let those beautiful couches, which " nature has provided, lie useless." This again evidently relates to the ruddy milkmaid; for, not to mention the danger of catching cold upon one of these beds, to anybody above a milkmaid, surely the privacy, conveniency, and security, of a good damask-